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identifying means for identifying requests from browsing devices that define a 
request for specified content data; 

data storage means storing content data; and 
processing means configured to: 



(a) select content data from said storage means in dependence of the 
content data specified in a request received by said identifying means; 

(b) receive format identifiers; 

(c) execute a first set of functions to generate viewable data comprising 
said selected content data and first formatting data when a first formal 
identifier is received; and 

(d) execute a second set of functions to generate viewable data comprising 
said selected content data and second formatting data when a second 
format identifier is received, 



whereby viewable data is served to a browser for display with a format which 
depends upon the particular format identifier received by the processing means. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein said format identifiers are 



received from browsing devices with said requests for specified content data, such that 
viewable data is served to a browsing device for display with a first format when a first 
format identifier is received from said browsing device, and a second format when a 
second format identifier is received from said browsing device. 
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^2^. (New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein said data storage means 
comprises a graphics database, whereby viewable data including graphics is served to a 
browsing device for display with a format which depends upon the particular format 
identifier received by the processing means. 

(New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein: 
said serving device further comprises a user database comprising data relating to 
user preferences, and 

said identifying means is further configured to receive a user identifier with said 
request for specified content data, and 

said processing means is configured to: 

read specified user data from said user database, such that said specified 
user data corresponds to a received user identifier; and 

select content data in dependence of said read data. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 24 wherein said information relating to 
user preferences is identified by users. 



). (New) A serving device as in claim 24 wherein said information relating to 
user preferences is determined from a history of usage by users. 

(New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein: 
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said serving device further comprises a user database comprising information 
relating to user preferences and a text database which has an index; 

said identifying means is further configured to receive a user identifier with said 
request for specified content data; and 

said processing means is configured to: 



adjust the index of said text database in response to said user information, 
such that said selected content data is dependent upon a received user identifier. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein: 
said serving device further comprises a user database comprising information 
relating to user preferences, and a graphics database which has an index; 

said identifying means is further configured to receive a user identifier with said 
request for specified content data; and 

said processing means is configured to: 

read data from said user database in response to a received user identifier; 

and 

adjust the index of said graphics database in response to said user 
information, such that said selected content data is dependent upon a received user 
identifier. 



read data from said user database in response to a received user identifier; 



and 
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A serving device as in claim 21 wherein said serving device further 



compnses: 



a function database comprising a plurahty of sets of functions including said first 
set of functions and said second set of functions; and 

a user database comprising information relating to user preferences, wherein said 
identifying means is configured to receive a user identifier with said request for specified 
content data, and 

said processing means is configured to: 

(a) read user preference information from said user database in response 
to a received user identifier; and 

(b) select a set of functions from said function database in dependence 
upon said received format identifier and said read user information. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 21 further comprising: 
a user database comprising information relating to user preferences; and a function 
database containing a plurality of sets of functions and an index, 

said identifying means is configured to receive a user identifier with said request 
for specified content data; and 

said processing means is configured to: 

read specific user preference information from said user database in 
response to a received user identifier; 
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adjust the relationship between said index and said sets of functions within 
said function database in response to said specific user preference information; 
and 

select a set of functions from said function storage means in dependence 
upon said received format identifier, 

whereby said selected set of functions depends upon said specific user 
information. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein said data storage means 
storing content data is a content database and said serving device further comprises a 
separate function database comprising a plurality of sets of functions including said first 
set of functions and said second set of functions, whereby said content database may be 
edited before said processing means combines said content data with formatting data to 
generate viewable data. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 21 wherein said viewable data is 
HTML (hypertext markup language) data, and said first and second formatting data 
comprise of HTML tags. 

A 

(New) A method of serving viewable data to browsing devices connected 



to a network, wherein said viewable data contains content data and formatting data and 
said viewable data is displayed at a browsing device, said method comprising the steps 






of: 
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(a) storing content data in a storage means; 

(b) identifying requests from browsing devices at an identifying means that 
define a request for specified content data; and 

(c) selecting content data from said storage means in dependence of the content 
data specified in a request received by said identifying means; 

(d) receiving format identifiers; 

(e) executing a first set of functions to generate viewable data comprising said 
selected content data and first formatting data when a first format identifier 
is received; and 

(f) executing a second set of functions to generate viewable data comprising 
said selected content data and second formatting data when a second format 
identifier is received, 

whereby viewable data is served to a browser for display with a format which 
depends upon the particular format identifier received by the processing means. 




(New) A serving device for serving viewable data to browsing devices 



connected to a network, wherein said viewable data comprises content data and 
formatting data and said viewable data is displayed at a browsing device in a format 
which depends on said formatting data, said serving device comprising: 

identifying means for identifying requests from browsing devices that define a 
request for specified content data; 
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data storage means storing content data; 

function storage means storing executable functions; and 

processing means configured to: 

(a) select content data from said data storage means in dependence upon 
the content data specified in a request received by said identifying 
means; 

(b) receive format identifiers; 

(c) select a set of functions from said function storage means in 
dependence upon a received format identifier; and 

(d) execute said set of functions to generate viewable data comprising 
said selected content data and formatting data. 



(New) A serving device as in claim 34 wherein said format identifier is 
received via said identifying means with said request for specified content data, whereby 
viewable data is served to a browser for display with a format which depends upon the 
particular format identifier received from said browser. 



4 



(New) A serving device as in claim 34 wherein said data storage means 
comprises a graphics database storing graphics data and said execution of said function 
results in graphics data being read from said graphics database, thereby generating 
viewable data which includes graphics. 
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(New) A serving device as in claim 34 further comprising a user database 

I 

comprising information relating to user preferences, wherein said identifying means is 
configured to receive a user identifier with said request for specified content data, and 
said processing means is configured to: 

read user preference information from said user database in response to a 
received user identifier; and 

select a set of functions from said function storage means in dependence 
upon said received format identifier and said read user information. 

(New) A serving device as in claim 34 wherein said viewable data is 
HTML (hypertext markup language) data, and said formatting data comprise of HTML 
tags. 




(New) A method of serving viewable data to browsing devices connected 



to a network, wherein said viewable data contains content data and formatting data and 
said viewable data is displayed at a browsing device in a format which depends on said 
formatting data, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) identifying requests from browsing devices that define a request for 
specified content data; 

(b) storing content data within data storage means; 
storing executable functions within function storage means; and 
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(c) selecting content data from said data storage means in dependence upon the 
content data specified in a request from a browsing device; 

(d) receiving format identifiers; 

(e) selecting a set of functions from said function storage means in dependence 
upon a received format identifier; and 

(f) executing said set of functions to generate viewable data comprising said 
selected content data and formatting data. 




(New) A serving device for serving HTML (hypertext markup language) 



data to browsing devices connected to a network, wherein said HTML data comprises 
content data and formatting data and said HTML data is displayed at a browsing device, 
said serving device comprising: 

identifying means for identifying requests from browsing devices that define a 
request for specified content data; 

a database containing a pluraUty of content data; and 

processing means configured to: 

(a) select content data from said database in dependence of the content data 
specified in a request received by said identifying means; 

(b) receive format identifiers; 
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(c) execute a first set of functions to generate second HTML data 
comprising said selected content data and first formatting data when a first format 
identifier is received, 

(d) execute a second set of functions to generate second HTML data 
comprising said selected content data and second formatting data when a second 
format identifier is received, 

whereby HTML data is served to a browser for display with a format which 
depends upon the particular format identifier received by the processing means. — 
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